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ABSTRACT 

Differences between returning and non-roturnlng 
students in the Orange Coast Junior College District (California) are 
the focus of this first in a series sinilar reports. Data were 
initially obtained fron students enrolling in the district during the 
fall of 1968, and hawe been continuously gathered fron new, 
continuing, and non-returning students. Previous periodic reports (ED 
027 007 and ED 035 410) described the nature and collection of the 
inforaation. Subsequent reports will provide aore conclusive data, 
based on a broader saaple, including the following coaparisons aade 
in this report: nuaber of students enrolling in the district for the 
fall of ^968 coapared with those who returned for enrollaent in the 
spring of 1969; those in high school diploaa and certificate prograas 
who enrolled but did not return; and the relationship of hone 
proxinity to a 4-year college, work done in najor field, scholarship 
eligibility, and type of high school progran— all coapared with 
subsequent enrolee attendance. (JO) 
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Ins And Outs 



How They Answer 
Fall 1968 - Spring 1969 



Item: Of those students enrolling for the first time at Golden West and 

Orange Coast Colleges In the Fall of 1968, more returned the 
following Spring than did not* 

Item: Students returning for the Spring Semester, 1969, after enrolling 

for the first time In the Fall, had higher average unit loads In 
the Spring by 4.3 units (Orange Coast) and 3.4 units (Golden West) 
than did non-returning students In the Fall. 

Item: Of those students enrolling for the first time In Fall, 1968, and 

who Identified themselves as American Indians, a greater proportion 
did not return for the Spring Semester than did. 

Item: Of those students enrolling for the first time In Fall, 1968, and 

Indicating a family Income of $6,000 per year or more, a greater 
proportion returned than did not. 

INTRODUCTION 



The statistics reported above represent a selection of results of a 
statistical report produced by Project Follow-Through at the Orange Coast 
Junior College District and are presented In this document. The primary 
purpose of Project Follow-Through consists of developing a systematic 
means of gathering and storing Information about students pursuing studies 
at either Golden West or Orange Coast College, the two colleges within 

Che Or&iig© Codst Junior Coiicgc District# 

This document Is the first of a series of similar reports outlining 
differences between returning and nonr-returnlng students In the Orange 
Coast Junior College District with respect to the manner In which they 
respond to questions asked them by Project Follow-Through. 
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Earlier Project Follow-Through reports shied away from drawing 
conclusions based upon the data gathered In the execution of the project. 

The series of reports Initiated by this document, however, will begin to 
relate data gathered from students to their tenacity over time In terms 
of pursuing their college programs at the Orange Coast Junior College 
District. You will find no world-shattering conclusions about Junior 
college students In these reports, nor will you find recommendations as 
to policy. You will find evidences of differences with which Orange Coast 
Junior College students answer certain questions about themselves as 
related to whether or not they tee-jirn to Colder west or Oraia^s. Coast College 

after their semester of Initial registration. 

In addition to data gathered from all students when applying for 
Initial admission to one of the two District colleges, additional data 
are gathered from students who do not return. This Is accomplished 
through the expedient of mailing follow-up questionnaires to students who 
fail to enroll for classes In any semester following one In which they did 
enroll. Additional Information about this follow-up process and data 
gathered as a result may be found In the series of Project Follow-Through 
reports entitled '*They Dldn* t Come Back. 

DATA GATHERING 

The population of students from whom data are gathered fvr purposes 
of Project Follcyw-Through consists of day school students, full or part 
time, who enrolled for the first time In the Orange Coast Junior College 
District In the Fall Semester, 1968, or anytime thereafter. 
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When applying for adnlftalon to one of fche District colleges » students 
fill out an application form to which have been appended a number of 
questions designed specifically to serve the purposes of Project Follow- 
Through. Responses to the questions are recorded in the Project Follow- 
Through data bank frcmi which they are available for study and analysis as 
desired. 

Project Follow-Through got under way during the summer of 1968. 
Application and registration procedures for entering freshmen for the Pall 
Semester, 1968, had teen completed by the majority of high school graduates 
within the District who intended to register for classes in the Fall 
Sonestcr. This was done before June, prior to Fall registration. As a 
result, the only way to gather data on many incoming freshmen involved the 
use of a mail questionnaire which would gather data to supplement that 
already gathered as a matter of course in the regular college matriculation 
procedure. 

The questionnaire form used to gather the supplementary data appears 
as Figure X. This document was mailed to 3,090 full-time day college 
students. Address labels were affixed to the top of the questionnaire in 
such a way that they showed through window envelopes used to mail the 
questionnaire to the student. The material sent to the student included a 
prepaid, postage return envelope and an explanatory letter. 

While preparing this mailing, we decided to include, as part of the 
population of the project, part-time students as well. Additional labels 
were produced accordingly and a second mailing to 1,805 part-time day college 
students was prepared and mailed. 




Our returns from these two mailings were excellent. Generally, one 
looks upon a rate of return for mail questionnaires of 8 percent to 10 
percent as very good. Our rate of return exceeded 49 percent. Had we been 
able to present our questionnaire to the students when they applied for 
admission and registered, we would have enjoyed close to 100 percent response. 
Thus, we prepared yet a third mailing of 2,487 questionnaires which was 
sent to those who did not return their first questionnaire. Our total 
return eiiceeds 54 percent of the students enrolling for the Pall Semester, 
1968. 

Starting with the Spring, 1969 Semester, data gathered from students 
when the student originally matriculates at one of the District colleges 
are done so as part of the regular admissions procedure. Thus, data 
presented in reports of this series subsequent to this one will reflect 
data gathered from all registering students rather than only those who 
return supplementary registration data questionnaires. 

Data gathered through the use of the admissions application form are 
rather constant in nature, tending not to change from semester to semester 
during the student's college career. In order to measure aspects of 
students that seem more likely to change each semester, an additional data 
gathering instrument is used each time a student enrolls for classes during 
a semester. This instrument is known as the enrollment questionnaire and 
is illustrated in Figure II. As with information gathered through use of 
the application form, and the supplenentary registration data questionnaire, 
enrollment questionnaire data are available in the Project Follow-Through 
data bank for analysis. 



5 



RESULTS 

The result« of the data gathering processes described above are 
reported In the series of Project Follow-Through reports entitled Here 
They Are.” The results reported In this document compare the manner In 
which students responded to questions on the application for admission 
(or the supplementary registration data mall questionnaire) and the 
enrollment questionnaire with whether or not they returned after the 
Fall, 1968 Semester to enroll In the Spring, 1969 Semester. 

Figure III shows the response frequencies for questions appearing on 
the application for admissions form and the enrollwent questionnaire 
categorized by college and by whether or not the respondents returned to 
register for classes In the Spring Semester, 1969, after Initially 
registering and enrolling In classes In the Fall 'Semester, 1968. 

Column entries on the report In Figure III show the number of returning 
and non-returning students categorized as to how they answered the questions. 
Also shown are the percentages of total returning and non-returning students 
who answered the question by selecting one of several possible responses 
and a number Indicating the level of significance (.01 or .05) that 
characterizes the difference between the proportion of returning and 
non-returning students who answer the question that way. 

CONCLUSIONS AND OBSERVATIONS 

Conclusions based upon data such as those shown In Figure III are 
tough to draw, although this does not seen to dissuade many from doing so 
anyway. Our approach here begins with the observation that nost students, 
however they answer the Project Follow-Through questions, came back for 
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more college work in the Spring, 1969 Semester. In view of this, it seems 
most revealing to review the report shown In Figure III for the purpose of 
Identifying those response Items that seem significantly related to not 
returning. We've done this and those questionnaire Items that are contrary 
to the normal run of things, namely that seem to Identify non-returning 
behavior on the part of respondents, are each discussed briefly below. 
American Indian Ethnic Background 

Of those students who Identified themselves as American Indians, more 
students did not return for a second semester than did. The difference In 
the proportions of returning versus non-returning students answering the 
question In this manner Is significant at the .01 level. On the basis of 
this statistic, one cannot very well conclude that American Indians at the 
Orange Coast Junior College District have a greater propensity to drop out 
after one semester than other ethnic types. All evidence gathered by 
personal observation of the student bodies of the two colleges suggests 
that there are not anywhere near 162 students whose ancestors crossed the 
Bering Straits three or four thousand years ago, although this Is the 
number of students who Indicated American Indian ethnic backgrounds. There 
are, however, and this observation Is also based upon a "casual empiricism" 
approach to things, a number of students whose dress and demeanor suggest 
that they Identify with a social group known to many today as "hippies." 
Mmnbers of this Ill-defined group often affect head bands, beads, and other 
ersatz Amerind artifacts and many have checked the "American Indian" 
response accordingly. Ah! This leads to a conclusion pleasing, one would 
suppose, to establishment or Jack Armstrong types, namely that hippies, as 
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a group, tend to drop out of college after one semester more frequec.tly 
than other types of students. 

Satisfying as this conclusion may be to some, the data on 162 
individuals who check this response to an ethnic background question really 
don't support such a broad generalization. Past studies of how 
individuals respond on multiple choice questionnaires indicate a strong 
preference for checking the first of a number of alternate responses 
regardless of the appropriateness of the answer. Maybe through haste or 
indifference, 162 registering students checked this response without 
reading the question. 

Working For High School Diploma 

Of those students indicating that they were enrolled in junior college 
to earn a high school diploma at Orange Coast College, a greater proportion 
did not return for a second semester than did. Hopefully, this indicates 
that the individual earned their diplomas. 

Working For A Certificate Of Completion 

Of those students indicating that they were enrolling at Orange Coast 
College to earn a certificate of completion in an occupational program, 
more did not return than did. One could imply a couple of things from 
this statistic: 

Students, being dissatisfied with their occupational program, drop 
out of college altogether. 

Students, after a semester or less of work in an occupational 
program, find employment and leave college to work. 

One hears the second of these conclusions from time to time 

articulated with some pride by college officials, but almost always about 

attrition after two or more semesters of work. As for the first conclusion. 
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dissatisfaction with a particular program is no logical reason to drop 
college as opposed to changing majors. There is considerable justification 
for believing that many students, when applying for admission, do not 
understand what a completion certificate is very thoroughly. This does 
not, of course, explain why those who check this response might drop out 
of college more readily than others. 

Picked Four-Year School Because It Is Close To Home 

Orange Coast students, indicating that they chose their four-year 
college because it was close to home, dropped out of Orange Coast with a 
greater frequency than did those answering otherwise. One might think, 
therefore, that those students who will not or cannot leave home to attend 
college probably aren't dedicated enough to complete more than one semester. 
Once again, drawing this sort of conclusion is rather hasty. The fact is 
that most students indicating any reason at all for picking a four-year 
college to transfer to following their junior college experience dropped 
out during or after their first semester of college work, although the 
proportional difference*^ between returning and non-returning students are 
not statistically significant for most of the other responses. 

Working In Field Related To Major 

More Golden West College students working in their major field or in 
a field related to their college major dropped out of college after the 
first semester than returned. This might mean that Golden West is doing 
a tremendous job of preparing their students to become competent workers. 

It may also mean that compared to the real world. Golden West students find 
college work in their major field less rewarding than doing the work Itself. 
Most probably, neither of these conclusions is justified by these statistics. 
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Will Complete Junior College Progran This Semester 

Neither Orange Coast nor Golden West Colleges have laany programs that 
can be completed In one semester or less. Thus, this question would be 
answered yes only by students transferring to us from another college or by 
those enrolled In the few programs that can be completed In one semester or 
less. At Orange Coast* a significant proportion of those who said they 
would finish did cot return- This seems rsasoneble. At Golden West, 
however, a significant proportion of those who said they would finish dl4 
return. Haybe this says that Golden West dees a good Job of convincing 
students about to finish of the desirability on con'lnulng their education. 
Maybe It mea rs that these students were unable to finish their programs at 
Golden West despite what they thou^t they could do. 

Eligible For Scholarship 

A significant proportion of Orange Coast students Indicating that they 
were ellblble for a scholarship did not return. Probably, the scholarship 
d ld n* t come through. It*s possible that It did and the student skipped 
out with the proceeds, but this would sean unlikely. 

Vocatlo^^l Or College Preparatory High School Major 

Orange Coast students who Indicated their high school majors to be 
either vocational or college preparatory in nature tended to drop out more 
frequently than those students who did net answer the question at all. 

This does not seem to be the case at Golden West where a significantly 
larger proportion of students Indicating a college preparatory high school 
major returned than stayed away. 
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THE FUTURE 

Future reports lo this series will have more ueaningful coxiclusloiis 
to draw, we think, by virtue of being based upon a wider number of students. 
In * 'tc ss, as of this writing, are a scries of reports investigating 
relationships that may exist between student responses to the questions 
appearing*, in Figure III and students' propensities to leave college after 
one, two, three, or more semesters of work. 



ORANGE COAST JUraOR COLLEGE DISTRICT 
I’ ROJ ECr KOLLOU-THROUGH 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
REGISTRATION DATA 



1 . 

9 

• 

3 . 



4 . 



Are you a United States Citizen? 
If no, type of visa held: 



Social Security Number 

CZI Yes CZ] No 



Check educational be nef its you are eligible to receive: 

r ■ 1 1^66 G.I, Bill I I Vet Dependent | I War Orphan | | Vocational Rehabilitation 
Disabled Vet other 



Which of the following is now in active military service? 

Qself f~[ Father f~| Mother [~] Spouse j [ Guardian None 

If you are a high school graduate, write the name and city of your school below • 

Year of Graduation 

City 



the names and cities of any colleges or universities you have attended prior 
to this semester (Include OCC and GWC) . 

liSSS. State Dates Units Earned Degrees Earned 



9 . 

10 . 



Which of the following, is now living? □ Father □ Mother Neither 

Wi^whom will you be living while attending college? 

= Father Mother Qj Father and Mother I I Court-Appoihted Guardian 
Other Person [ ] Alone 

If you are not now living with one or both of your parents, when did you stop? 

(Date) 

Check your ethnic background: 

American Indian American Negro Q Philippine American Q Oriental America? 
I Mexican American Spanish American ^ Foreign Student Other 

What is your marital status? Q Married Q Single Q Divorced 



o 

ERIC 



Figure I 



\vha^ is your enrollment plan? 

Two Year Degree □ Tr^sfor Program Q MDTA Q Completion Certificate 
Adult I [Apprentice j [Specified Business Courses 
Trade ^Extension Supplementary ICducation 



3 . 



.(i. 

17. 

18 . 



What is your present occupation, if any? 
What is your height? __ , Feet Tnrhoc 



What is your weight? 



Pounds 



Have you had a serious health problem, injury, or surgery? FI Yes No 
Tf yes, explain 



19. 



If you intend to transfer, have you selected a school? j j Yes No 
If yes, what school? 



20 . 



At what college will you do most of your junior college work? 
□ Golden West □ Orange Coast Other; 



O n wh at basis did you pick your junior college? 

Close to Home □ High School Presentation by College □ Friend's Advice 

Parent's or Guardian's Advice | | High School Counselor's Advice 

[ College Counselor's Advice □ Other: 



^^ 1 -.y^^ sre a transf er s tudent, on what basis did you pick your four-year school? 

Close to Home j | High School Presentation by College Friend's Advice 

Parent's or Guardian's Advice P] High School Counselor^ Advice 



College Counselor's Advice □ Other 



On^at basis did you pick your college major or vocational choice? 

[High School Presentation by College □ Friend's Advice 

^Parent's or Guardian's Advice Q] High School Counselor's Advice 
[College Counselor's Advice Other 



24. 



Estj^iate the annual family income of your parents or guardians:. 

Less than $3,000 [ [ Between $3,000 and $6,000 [ | Between $6,000 $10,000 

Between $10,000 and $15,000 Q Over $15,000 



:’5. 



If you are not a high school graduate, how many years of schooling have you 
completed? - 



Have you ever been or are you presently enrolled in a vocational program in any 
California public educational institution? □ Yes Q] No 
If yes, under what name did you enroll? 



What was your high school major? [] College Preparatory []] Vocational 

Write your selective service classification here. (Male Only) 



Figure 1 (Continued) 
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PROJECT POUOW-THIIOUGH, SEMESTER ENROLLMM QUESTIONNAME 

— I-®* No- Soe. Soc M *- 

I. If you oro omployeit Iiow many hours wcokly do you work? Q 0 O MO O 11-20 □ 21-30 □ 31-40 □ 40 Plus 

Approximololy how much do you oorn por week while attending coHe^of t 

3. Are you now seoUng port-timo employment (present job slotus not censiderad)? □ Yet □ No 

4. H you ore now workbig (or In the armed services) 30 or mote hours per week, do you work 

□ In your moibr field □ In on unrelated field □ In a relolsd field □ Working lest Aon 30 hours per week 

5. Whot ora your transfer plant at this time? □ Non-transfer O CaKfernia State College O CeWbrnlo State University 

□ Private CaKfornia College or University □ Out-of-Stale College or University 

6. Wrifm your mo{or codo hore (to# revorso tido) 

I 7. Will you complolo your fuiiior collogo progrom this senwstur? Q Ym Q No 

8. At this time whot is your corcor ob{ectiiPO? 

□ Prefessionoi (five or more yeors of coHege) □ Educator Q MiRtary □ Technician □ Athleto 

Li Corporate Executive □ fins Arts □ Trodesmon or Journeyman Q Self Employment Q Other □ Undecid*-’ 

; 9 Cnjrvhot basis hove you chosen your career ebiectve? Q Parent's or guordon't advice □ Mend's advice 

j □ College counselor's advice □ College instructor's odvice □ Advice of high school toocher or counselor 

• *7 Your own determination 7^ Other □ Undecided on career ob{ective 



Figure II 
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PROJECT FOLLOW-THROUGH 
COMPARATIVE R2PORT 
FALL - SPRING 58/69 
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